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SUSTAINABLE POLICY RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
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Secondary school students who previously visited Kai Tak with The Green
Earth win awards for a light pollution-themed role-play game
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Three students from Diocesan Girls' School have designed an immersive game that combines live-action role-play
and onsite puzzle-solving to raise public awareness of light pollution in Hong Kong.
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Three students from Diocesan Girls' School won the Gold Award in the Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs
Association of Hong Kong's (BCGA) “Youth ImpACT Award 3.0” for designing an immersive game
that combines live-action role-play and onsite puzzle-solving to raise public awareness of light
pollution in Hong Kong.

In August, the students and The Green Earth (TGE) visited Kai Tak, one of Hong Kong’s light
pollution hotspots, for a site inspection. They observed that intense brightness of large video walls
and decorative lighting installations caused significant discomfort to residents and visitors alike.
Inspired by these findings, the students decided to set their game in Kai Tak, enabling participants
to act as light pollution investigators, collect real-life data for university research, and provide a
basis for future policy recommendations to government departments. TGE extends special thanks
to Dr Jason Pun, Dr So Chu-wing and the members of the HKU External Lighting Citizen Science
Project team for their support.

As a longstanding advocate for addressing light pollution, TGE has collaborated with universities
and environmental consultancy firms to measure light pollution levels in Hong Kong’s urban areas.
These findings, presented at the 'Ecocity World Summit', revealed that light pollution levels in the
most affected areas exceeded international standards by as much as nine times.

2024 FEAMERBEHE LR GIEMIKIFEBRFELEESEETE
Paper and plastic waste rise in 2024: TGE calls for producer responsibility
system
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The government released the latest waste
statistics last week, showing that per-capita
waste disposal has fallen to 1.4 kilograms per
day. The overall recycling rate increased to
34%, primarily driven by significant rises in the
recycling of food waste and metals. However,
the disposal of paper and plastic bottles
increased, while declines in plastic recycling
volume and rate limited the overall progress in
recycling

Preparations for the implementation of waste
charging had previously drawn widespread
public attention to waste reduction, and the
government’s gradual phasing out of single-use
plastics has shown initial success. However,
with waste charging ultimately stalled, the
authorities must now explore ways to sustain
momentum in waste reduction. A robust and
effective producer responsibility scheme could
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and confidence in waste reduction initiatives.

More about TGE’s suggestions:
https://shorturl.at/8U1rA

BRI B IE BT I 4t 1 IR R R B T R R IR 1T
Waste charging has been postponed once again. TGE is urging the government
to implement it on its own premises first
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In September, the government once again announced a delay in implementing municipal solid
waste (MSW) charges. TGE is concerned that this decision may hinder Hong Kong's progress
towards carbon neutrality and make it difficult to meet the Waste Blueprint for Hong Kong 2035
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target of reducing per capita waste disposal by 40 - 45%.

TGE believes that the government should urgently revise its waste reduction strategy and
strengthen recycling infrastructure to restore public confidence in its commitment to implementing
MSW charges. This would encourage public support for waste charging, contributing to both
waste reduction and carbon emission mitigation in Hong Kong. We recommend that waste
charging be introduced first in government premises to lead by example, avoid over-reliance on
costly incinerators as the primary waste management solution, and draw lessons from effective
waste reduction policies implemented in first-tier cities in the Chinese mainland.

More about TGE’s suggestions: https://shorturl.at/ZRRir
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TGE urges stronger policies on ecotourism and mega-events following the
Policy Address
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In September, the Chief Executive delivered his 2025 Policy Address. In response, TGE called for
more proactive conservation policies. Regarding ecotourism specifically, we emphasised that the
government should allocate greater resources and manpower to conservation and public
education, while carefully assessing and monitoring the environmental carrying capacity of
ecotourism sites.

TGE also recommends that the government strengthen environmental policies for mega-events,
including requiring organizers to meet specific environmental targets, such as replacing

disposable tableware with reusable alternatives.

More about TGE’s suggestions: https://shorturl.at/yLOH3
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Reconnect with nature and experience its restorative power — The Green Earth
Charity Woodland
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TGE’s Charity Woodland represents hope in action. The site is now home to over ten thousand
trees, planted by volunteers and supporters who share our vision for a greener Hong Kong. We
continue to care for these trees as they grow and create vital habitat for native species. Our goal
is twofold: to support local biodiversity and to create a space where people can reconnect with

nature and experience its restorative power.

What wildlife calls our woodland home? Watch here

Learn more about The Green Earth Charity Woodland
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‘Leave No Trace’ Education Activities: A Teacher's Handbook for Fostering
Children’s Connection with Nature
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Following the publication of last year's children's picture book "What Happened to our Mountain
Friends?", TGE is pleased to launch the ‘Leave No Trace’ Teacher's Handbook this year. This
handbook provides practical advice for incorporating Leave No Trace principles into outdoor
activities, along with detailed lesson plans and teaching materials. To further support teachers, we
are hosting workshops to share the benefits of Leave No Trace education and help students
cultivate a deep appreciation for nature.

The handbook has been distributed to schools across Hong Kong and is available for educators to
download free of charge.

Additionally, TGE offers a range of ‘Leave No Trace’ education programmes, including outreach
workshops, booth games, and guided outdoor experiences. For enquiries or to book a session,
please email or call us for details.

Download the handbook here

FHELLEH 2025 MEELM) BEiRER
Hong Kong Trails Day 2025: ‘Empathy with Nature’ Proves Successful
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This Year’s Theme — "Empathy with Nature"

Through a series of public education activities, TGE has fostered empathy for nature, and the
response has been remarkably positive. On Hong Kong Trails Day (26 October), participants
listened to stories about the history of our trails and joined us in weaving “Rock Baskets” (rock-
filled wire structures) that will be used by our Trail Repairing_Volunteer Squad in future restoration
projects. These hands-on activities allowed participants to contribute directly to trail conservation
and give back to nature.

In late November, our Volunteer Squad successfully restored a 200-metre section of the Hong
Kong Island Trail. The restoration work included building stone steps, installing drainage channels,
and constructing retaining walls to protect the trail’'s edges. Transporting heavy stones up the
hillside was no easy task, but the finished trail blended beautifully with the surrounding nature,
making all the effort worthwhile.
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As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Hong Kong Island Trail, we hope everyone will
continue supporting our sustainable trail education efforts, ensuring that our trails can be enjoyed
for generations to come!

ABIRBERHRIERE

Providing green event support for various events
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Over the past three months, we have provided green event support for a variety of activities,
engaging more than 49,000 participants and volunteers. Together, we collected 19,800 plastic
bottles, 1,700 aluminum cans, 1,240 kilograms of waste paper, 1081 kilograms of food waste and
1,739 kilograms of glass, all recycled from landfill.

One of our Green Ambassadors captures the impact perfectly: “It’s the first time I've seen so many
recyclables—it’s truly overwhelming! I'm so glad they didn’t end up in the landfill!” We extend our
heartfelt thanks to the participating organisations, participants, and volunteers. Your support and
recognition fuel our drive to continue promoting green events.

Green Events Supported (Listed in chronological order):

Dark 45

Pink Walk 2025

Hong Kong Disneyland 10K Weekend

Sowers Action Challenging 12 Hours Charity Trail Marathon 2025
Kerry Hong Kong Streetathon 2025

HKFYG Run For Wellness 2025

HERBRIEFRHE

Empowering Schools and Communities to Live Green
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Herbal Dyeing and Eco-Bag Printing Workshop.
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microplastics.

discovered many

TGE has delivered a wide range of
environmental education activities at Tuen Mun
Library and across primary, secondary, and
tertiary education institutions. Activities included
interactive and experiential learning sessions
such as ‘“Interstellar Recycling Mission: 100+
Everyday @ Waste  Solutions”, upcycling
workshops (transforming old banners and
creating coffee paintings), booth games, beach
clean-ups, and talks on topics such as “My
Green Living” and climate change. Through
these creative, hands-on experiences, students
and community members gain practical skills for
sustainable living and deepen their
environmental commitment.
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GREEN CORPORATE ENGAGEMENT
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Walk The Talk — Green Trails Challenge | Clean-up Trails and Connect with
Nature
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WALK THE TALK - GREEN
TRAILS CHALLENGE
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Jan - Feb 2026

Where they
can learn about

RECONNECT with nature,
take them out on a
hiking experience that = \ I~ ~----
allows them to grow ’
and bond as a team

ENGAGE as

much as 100 of

your employees all &
together... &

And VOLUNTEER

their efforts in
contributing to our
waste survey and
research!
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TGE’s annual fundraising event — Walk The Talk: Green Trails Challenge will officially launch in
January 2026.

During the event, we will lead corporate participants on clean-up activities across ten selected
hiking trails in Hong Kong. Along the way, they will learn about Hong Kong’s biodiversity, practice
the seven principles of Leave No Trace, and conduct waste audits to record and analyse the
types and quantities of litter found. The collected data will help us better understand and protect
Hong Kong’s precious natural environment.

An award ceremony will be held in March 2026 to recognise the contributions of participating
corporations and showcase the results of the initiative.

Join us to walk the talk—take action today to protect nature together and preserve the beauty of
Hong Kong’s countryside!

& BT Donate to Us {if FX%%: L Volunteer with Us 48X E Read Our Articles
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